APPENDIX A* 

Confidential Record Sheet 

Registration Service 
Boy Scouts of America 



Date 

Social Security Number 
Full name Robert Messersmith 




iNu miliar it you ian po »sn»\ gc: luit name) 

Address 



City Brooklyn Center - State MN ZIP 55430 

Date of birth I^I^X (This is important and should be exact.) 

Approximate age ^ i (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known.) 

Religion • - Nationality _ 

Qccupation ^ii^ d*^^ 2 tS^l^lJ 1 
Education \ £^±E^ MEE± 

Weight j 70 ^ Height £ ^ Race 

Color of hair Color of eyes 

Outstanding characteristics or interests 



Married or single / Children 

(Number, agev and names, if po*«Wet 

Spouse's name 



Scouting connections; 

t 

Unit No. City State Position Date registered Date resigned 



EP 3 St. Cloud J** SC 
Special Recognition 



Suspended or denied registration for following reasons: . 
3 ^ ~/ ^ * 

SPECIFY THE FACTS THAT LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGIS- 
TRATION. AND LIST ATTACHED SUPPORT INC, DOCUMENTS (STATL QKW 
KNOWN FACTS. NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE. OR SPECULATION): 




'b 

Signed 



-A 




Council o=mtpat, MTMNrervpa 



NOTED 

2 9 1985 

joseph l mm 



CONF028886 



May L, 1989 



'Ar* David A, Gibbs 
Scout Executive 

Central Minnesota Council, Wo. 296 



P1SS0SAL AMD CONFIDENTIAL 



SUBJECT: Robert Messersoith 



Dear Dave; 

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the -above Scout er. 
Tliis casa oas baen reviewed with our attorney and is aow on our permanent 
Confidential File. 

Sincerely, 



Paul Zzxtst, -Director 
Registration Service 

eko 

cc : ;<orza Coatrai cceniua 



CONF028887 




CONF028888 



I UCOUr. 



, March 23*69 



St. Cloud Times 



•23m /ear' 2S8 



Former 
hospital 
official 
charged 

3v KiHSTHM -AUKE3C 

Times Start Wnw 

A farmer Sc. Cloud Hospicai otnciai 
was charged Monday in Hennepin 
County District Court with ;;ve counts 
of using minors in a sexual per- 
formance. 

Robert Messersmith. 46. director or 
human resources at the hospital anal 
Nov. 13. allegedly :ook photos of ac 
I east rune teen-age boys posed in sexual 
positions. 3rookiyn Center Police de- 
fective Cathy Hennessy said. 

Police seized tour large albums of the 
pictures when r -hey arrested Messers- 
mith at his 3rookiyn Center home in 
September, she said. 

.Most of -he boys, who ranged in age 
rrom 12 to 15. were from Messersmith s 
neighborhood. 

"He met the boys through neighbor- 
hood youth groups. :he Explorer 
Scouts.' youth hockey and a variety of 
other sports." Hennessy said. 

Messersmith also das three sons who 
introduced '" ^ :a some of the boys, she 
said. His sons apparently were not 
aware of ±e photo sessions, however. 

Dozens of boys may have posed for 
Messersmith over several years, Hen- 
nessy said. 

*[ couldn't guess at how many boys 
were tnvotven. We know of ac least 
nine, and :here probably were a lot 
nore :han «ac" ihe said. 

The boys were shown masturbaang, 
or ;n sexuai positions alone and "with 
other boys. Usually, five or six boys 
were present. Hennessy said. 

Many of the incidents cook place dur- 
ing boaciasr and camping -trips around 
:he state, sna said. 

The performances allegedly occurred 
m and 1935. but Hennessy said 
'here was evidence chey had been going 
on cor as ior.g as eight years. 

In 1975, Messersmith was placed on 
cwo years' probation for sexually as- 
saulting :een-age boys in New Hamp- 
shire, according :o records in Salem 
iN.H. 1 District Court. 

He -vas director of the Salem Boys 
Club at the time. 

Shortly after his conviction, he 
T.tjv^'i :z Minr.eioca '-v!th his wife 

".r.c.r -wr.i 



Official 



He was hired by St Cloud Hospital in 
March 1987, said Mary Downs, public 
relations director. 

Downs said the hospital conducted a 
background check, but failed to ton up 
information about his criminal record. 

A hospital press release stated Mes- 
sersm ith aiso had been evaluated by an 
industrial psychologist and had good 
references from two previous employ- 
ers. 

He was given a paid medical leave of 
absence on Oct. 17. after hosciiai otH- 
c:ais learned othis arrest. His employ- 
ment ended on Nov. ig. 

The maximum penalty for using 
minors m a sexual performance, a felo- 
ny, is five years in prison and S10.00O. 
If it's a second offense, the sine could 
double to 520.000. 

Messersmith was released on his 
promise 10 appear in court again on 
Apnl L7. He aiso muse refrain from con- 
tact wuh anv chiidren except his own. 
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February 28, 1989 



8EADY FOR RLE 

FEB 2 3 1333 
A GRAVES 



Mr, David A. Sibbs 
Scout Executive 

Central Minnesota Council, No. 296 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SU8JECT: Robert Messersmith 

Dear Dave: 

Periodically, we follow up on all our Confidential File cases until we have a 
complete record of information necessary for refusal of registration anywhere 
in the country. 

Since several months have past, we would like to know if there has been any 
legal action instituted against Mr. Messersmith. An update of this type would 
help to strengthen our file and protect the youth of America. 

Sincerely, 



Pau7 Ernst, Director ' - ^^^^^^^ 

Regi strati on Servi ce "r^Cr V.^S/- 

ag " ...... . . - ' _ r ^J^^^^^j^^^^Sl^ 



cc: North Central Region 
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uovemoer 10, 1936 



Mr. £uvid A. GIbbs 
Scout &zecutlve 

General Himuisota Council, ^ f o. 296 

iri^ui-idi^ jdfD CQtfFIDi^tTlaL SuCJZCI: Robert Hessersalth 

Dear Dave; 

We appreciate the saaterial which you seat us concerning tlie above oased 
individual* This is nost helpful to as and will enable as to identify Mr* 
Messersiaitn, should he attenpt registration in sane other location* A copy of 
an application or other paper with his signature would also be helpful* 

We would like the ouccooe of this investigation, once it is completed.. If he 
is brought to trial on sexual misconduct, we certainly would like to have 
newspaper clippings, or court records which would substantiate this and any 
sentencing which is imposed *> 

We note tnac you did not indicate anything for race on the Confidential ?.ecord 
Sheet* v*e assume he is Caucasian, but would like co have this confirmed* 

Thanks again for your help in protecting the youtn* 

Sincerely, 



£aul jsxnst, director 
Registration Service 
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October 17, 1988 



Robert Messer smith 




Brooklyn Center MN 55430 



Dear Robert, 

After careful review, we have decided that your registration with 
the Boy Scouts of America should be suspended. We are therefore 
compelled to request that you sever any relations that you may 
have with the Boy Scouts of America. 

You should understand that BSA leadership registration is a privi- 
lege and is not automatically granted to everyone who applies. 
We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever there is a 
concern that an individual may not measure up to the high standards 
of leadership whxch the 3SA seeks to provide for American youth* 
Please also understanding that this decision and the reasons for 
it will be maintained as confidential. 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed , please write to me, 
explaining your version of the facts supporting your claim that 
your regis-craticn as a BSA leader should be reinstated. 

Sincerely vcyrs, 




David A. Gibbs 
Scout Executive 




) MJ 



sm 
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October 17, 1988 



Mr. David Gibbs 
Central Minnesota Council 
Boy Scouts of America 



St. Cloud, MN 56303 
Re: Case Ho. JCF88-15768 



Dear Mr. Gibbs: 



Our police department is currently investigating a sexual- 
misconduct case involving Robert Messersmith. and it has come to 
our attention that he is involved in a leadership position with a 
3oy Scout Explorers Post in the St. Cloud area. 

We would appreciate a copy of the membership*, list of the students 
who belong to the post with whom Mr. Messersmith is involved. 
This information will be used by our police- department only and 
is needed to determine possible victims in this case. 



Sincerely, 

Cathy Hennessy, Investigator 
Investigative Division 
BROOKLYN CENTER POLICE DEPARTMENT 




p j w 
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